
College Application 
Process

Presented by…
Fort Lee High School 

School Counseling Department



School Counseling Department
Ms. Kate Drumgoole - Director of School Counseling Services

Counselors

• Mrs. Diana Acosta
• Mrs. Gabrielle Brown
• Ms. Laura Caddell
• Mrs. Tara Lawlor
• Mrs. Luddy Serulle 

Green

SAC/Social Worker

• Mr. Dave Cuozzo
• Ms. Nicole Clark

Administrative Assistants

• Ms. Marcia Leon
• Mrs. Rosa Pettigrew



Counselor Breakdown 
by Last Name 

Mrs. Acosta: J - Lo
Mrs. Brown: Lu - J. Rod

Ms. Caddell: Co - Ii
Mrs. Lawlor: M. Rod - Z

Ms. Luddy Serulle Green: A - Cl
*Counselor assignments can be viewed in Genesis*



Google Classroom Pages
The School Counseling Department

Senior Class (Class of 2024)

• Join Codes: kjkaaou & r2f4gow 
• All important information will be posted on these 

pages: 
• Senior year checklist
• Early Decision/Early Action Form
• Due Dates & Deadlines
• Naviance How to Videos
• Common App How to Videos
• Virtual College Fair Information
• Financial Aid & Scholarship Information
• Much More….



Upcoming College Events…

• Virtual College Fairs: 
• https://www.nacacnet.org/nacac-college-fairs/
• https://collegefairsonline.com/calendar/ 

• In-Person College Visits - FLHS: 
• Admissions reps from over 50 colleges will be visiting FLHS (TAKE ADVANTAGE! See 

handout)

• Students sign up directly on Naviance. All meetings are hosted in-person.

• To view and sign up for college visits log into your Naviance > Under ‘What’s New’ 
(bottom right of screen) > More Info > Register (top right of screen)

• Financial Aid Night: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 at 6:00 PM (virtual)

• Link to register will be in Google Classroom 

• Emailed to parents/guardians  and students through Naviance and School Messenger

https://www.nacacnet.org/nacac-college-fairs/
https://collegefairsonline.com/calendar/


Where to Start?

• Individualized appointments will be sent to each senior / family 
through a Google Meet calendar invite 

• Students will meet with their counselor in person and parents have 
the option to attend either in-person or virtually

• Calendar invites will be sent and meetings will take place 
beginning in October and run through December

• Please confirm your attendance via the Google calendar invite 

• EA/ED form will help counselors prioritize meetings



In Evaluating An Applicant the 
College Considers:

• High school transcript with 
weighted GPA (Includes 
grades 9-11 with list of 
senior year courses)

• Level of difficulty of 
courses taken (rigor)

• Standardized test scores 
(SAT/ACT)

  

• Teacher & counselor 
recommendations

• Extracurricular activities
• College application 

essays
• College interview (if 

offered)
• Demonstrated interest 

(Go tour)





Transcript Submission

➢ Transcript process - all electronic submission

➢ Ensure you have completed the transcript release form in Genesis

➢ Transcripts will be sent to all colleges on your Naviance “Colleges 
I’m Applying to”  list

➢ Review your transcript during your 1:1 college planning 
meeting with your counselor 





Common Application

What is it?
• Application for nearly 900 colleges/universities 

Why should it be used?
• One application that can be used for multiple schools- 

Includes:
• Demographic information
• Academic information
• Essay

What to watch out for:
• Some schools may require an additional writing supplement
• Research if one of your schools is a common app school, if so, 

an account must be created



Simple But Crucial

• Use the Common Application when offered
• Organize the applications by deadline dates
• Be thorough and take your time when completing 

information
• Have someone review the application 
• Provide ample time for processing the application
• Only use CA for “Other” Recommenders 



Using Naviance 

● Using Naviance

○ Finalize your list of schools (move from “thinking about” list 
to “applying to” list)

○ Use “compare me” feature to see if you qualify for entrance
○ Finalize Pre College Survey for counselor recommendation
○ Request teacher recommendations (after speaking with teacher 

in person)
○ Match Common App to Naviance 
○ Search for scholarships



Move from “Thinking About” 
to “Applying to”  



Select Application You are 
Using/Deadlines



College Information and 
“Compare Me Feature” 



Teacher Recommendations 



Teacher Recommendations Continued 



Types of Admission Patterns & 
Notifications Dates

Early Decision/Early Action/Priority:
• Deadlines range from Oct. 15th until January 1st 
• Notified in late December through January
• ED/EA form to be submitted by October 13th

Regular/Traditional:
• Deadlines range from December through March
• Notified in April
• Schools must be added to your Naviance “Applying To” list 10 school days before 

deadline
Rolling Admissions:

• Apply at any time after application is made public until summer months. 
• Decisions given on a rolling basis as applications are received and programs are filled.

Enrollment deposits are due May 1st



Early Decision & Early Action 

October 13th is the deadline to complete this form.

● The form is posted on the School Counseling Department and Senior Class 
Google Classrooms

● One submission for all schools 
● Must provide the following information: 

○ Schools you are applying to
○ ED/EA
○ How are you applying (Common App or directly to the college)
○ Who you asked to write your letters of recommendation

All forms must be submitted 10 SCHOOL days before due date.  
This does not include weekends or holidays.



FORT LEE HIGH SCHOOL 
(Due Friday, October 13, 2023) 

All students applying through any early-decision or early-action program must complete this form:
 
Date of submission: __________ 

Student: ____________________________________ 

Name of College     Deadline 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one)   
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 
_________________________________ __________ ED/EA (Circle one) 

I have asked the following teacher (s) to write a letter of recommendation and  to complete the 
Common Application Evaluation and they have agreed: 

1. _________________________ 2. ______________________ 

** A transcript release form must be completed on Genesis Parent Portal **



How Many Applications?

We recommend 6-10 schools
• “Safe” 
• “Target”
• “Reach”

Costs to apply:
• Range $40 - $90 per application
• Some application fees are waived if submitted online or making 

visits to open houses



Student Responsibilities...
The student is responsible for:

• Completing and submitting application with appropriate fee and essay to 
college(s)

• Requesting that your SAT/ACT score report be submitted to college(s) 
– SAT sent via College Board ($14/score report)
– ACT sent via ACT Student ($18.50/score report)

• Requesting letters of recommendations from your school counselor and 
teachers

– Requests must be made at least 10 school days prior to the application 
deadline

• Schedule college campus visits
• Research college programs and majors to make sure you qualify for 

admission
• Choosing a major makes a difference
• File FAFSA and/or CSS profile (if required by school)



Submitting Test Scores 

• Should I submit my test score as part of my 
application? Things to consider:

• Check each college’s test optional policy
• Review admissions profile (middle 50%)
• Research your program requirements (ie. Nursing)
• Scholarship consideration



Is There An Athlete In The House?
• At what level are you looking to 

compete?
• D1 & D2 - Offer athletic 

scholarships and student must 
meet NCAA eligibility 
requirements

• Are you looking for financial 
assistance based on athletics?

• NCAA Eligibility Center: 
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/

• Scroll down and click on “Create 
Account”

• Fee: $90





Thank You


